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Crant h.þr Scott group advance early childhood educatron
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Scott Turner wants
everyparent, daycare
worker andcaregiver to
know that a child's edu-
cation does not begin on
the frrst day ofkinder-
garten.

It starts way earlier
thanthat.

"I think it isnearly
impossible to overesti-
matethe importance
ofthe first three years
oflife in determining
the likelihood children
will enter school ready
to learn and succeed,"
he said.

Turner is coordina-
torofthe ScottCounty
CommunityEarly
Childhood Council,
which works to promoté
an array ofservices and
opportunities designed
to give young children
the best start possible
on their educational
path. The group offers
support to area pre-
schools, daycare centers
and certified home
childcare providers
withthe goalof making
all kids school-ready
before theyenroll in
kindergarten.

"Themore we can
stress the importance
to all providers of
early care and educ-
tion- that they are
nal irral aa¡aloLaro nf

Recer.rtly, Gov. Steve
Beshear announced a
$56,620 grant for Scott,
Harrison, Nichoþs and
Bourbon counties for
the CECC. The grant is
through Kentucky's to-
bacco settlementfunds.

"Too many children
enterschoolwith
preventable health
problems, undeveloped
minds and no sense of
curiosity or engage-
ment inlifearound
them. They startout al-
ready behind." said Bes-,
hear in a press release.
"These grants will
helpcommunltiesput
our youngest students
ontltepathtoalifeof
promise and meaning."

Themoneywillhelp
exlnnd the projects into
the surrounding coun
tles tó crgate a strongeù
network, Turner said.

"Ttrree other counties
requested this yeâr that
Scott County partner
with them in the re-
questforfunding," he
said. "This is our ûrst
year working beyond
ScottCounty. Wewill
all beneût."

Among the projects
the grantmoney will
serve are:

. Promotingthe Stars
for Kids Now program,
which encourages child-
care centers to go above
on¡l !¡anrn¡¡l ni¡lnrrn

fire more time passes
before a diagnosis, the
harder the issue can be
to correct.

"Over time, the firr-
ther away from the cen-
ter you get, the harder
it is to ûx," Turner
said. 'Abgut 80 percent
of brain development '

happensbyageS. We
know the earlieryou
intervene inapotential
developmental problem,
the easier it is to frx.

"The longer yort wait,
the harder it is."

'Ítrrmar ca iÁ llanfrrnl¡v

mental delays," he said.
"Any3 or4yearold
canbe screenedfree of
charge at the preschool
center."

Also, allkids entering
kindergarten will be
screened, and the CECC
willprovide training
for preschool educators
andothercaregivers on
the standards the state
hasapproved, inorder
to facilitate earlier diag-
nosis.

'We think that will
enable centersto iden-
ti$potentialdelays in
the same way those de-
lays wouldbe identiffed
inakindergarhrer," he
said. '.:", .i

T\¡rner said studies
have shownthatsecond
gtrade reading level is
a goodpredictor offtr-
ture schoolsuccess and
students who are not
reading on grade level
bythe 5th grade are
almost certain to have
academic difûculties in
middleschool

The indicators show
that educatin g children
ataveryyoungage
creates a base thatthey
build upon throughout
their entire lives, he
sald.

'lKentucky has been
Very good atrecogniz-
ingthstandputting
supports inplace,"
tTrrrr"nor" caid 'rRrrf r¡re

terials which miCht
be costprohibitive for
individual centers to
acquire. The CECC
provides the material to
be checked out for use
throughout the county.

. Educatingparents
and caregivers on the
KentuckyEarly Child-
hood Standards, which
are a collection ofdevel-
opmentalbenchmarks,
showing what children
of a certain age should
bedóing. Theprogram
helps lead to the earlier
¡l ì a mnoio nf ¿lairalnn-


