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Carole Gnatuk, Ed.D., Extension Child Development Specialist
Room 243 Scovell Hall, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0064
Phone: (859) 257-5083. Fax: (859) 257-3095. Email: cgnatuk@uky.edu

 I. The role of the Extension Child Development Specialist
· Interpret cutting-edge research for application with families and community agencies 
· Provide research-based resources on child development and family support topics
· Serve as liaison between Cooperative Extension and Kentucky’s Early Childhood Initiative

II. Extension’s role in Kentucky’s Early Childhood Initiative since 1999
· Previous participation in formative planning phases
· Members of Community Early Childhood Councils and state policy groups
· Collaborators to facilitate better quality of life for children and families
· Child care provider training for agents who have become certified trainers

III. UK Extension child development/parenting programs available
Keys to Great Parenting: Fun and Learning with Your Baby or Toddler—Cooperative Extension’s major ongoing contribution to families with young children. Components: publications, teaching outlines, media articles, and readings. Supplemental resource for Kentucky’s Early Childhood Initiative. Program evaluation components: Skill Builder Action Plans, post-program checklist, post- then pre-test evaluation. Grant funded projects: educator training, educational posters, parent pubs in Spanish. www.ca.uky.edu/hes/fcs/keys/  

Project StoryTime –Kentucky Extension Homemakers ongoing literacy promotion project. On FCS Extension password-protected website. Contact Carole Gnatuk for access.

Feed Hungry Young Minds through Storybook Adventures—Early literacy promotion program, updated and re-designed. On FCS Extension password-protected website. Contact Carole Gnatuk for access.

Traveling Light: Family Language Fun to Go—Parent-child quality time and literacy development program. Targeted to parents and grandparents of children birth to teens for use in the car or other times of waiting or boredom. Publication: www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/fcs7/fcs7187/fcs7187.pdf. Facilitator guide on FCS Extension password-protected website. Contact Carole Gnatuk for access.

Raising Kentuckians: A Nurturing Program for Families (pilot phase completed)—Parenting/child development enhancement/child abuse prevention program utilizing the nationally validated Nurturing Parenting Program. Contact Carole Gnatuk for more information.

Home Is Where the Health Is— Co-authored with Gallatin County FCS agent Rosie Allen. Combines parenting skill-building with family nutrition, health tips, and active play ideas. Eight-page publication, facilitator guide including PowerPoint® presentation with teaching notes, links to nutrition information, active play fact sheets, health professionals’ packet, evaluation tools. Publication: www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/fcs7/fcs7188/fcs7188.pdf.  Facilitator guide on FCS Extension password-protected website. Contact Carole Gnatuk for access.

Grandparents and Grandchildren Together—Usable for general audiences of community volunteers. Includes publication, PowerPoint with facilitator’s notes, facilitator guide, activities, and evaluation tool. On FCS Extension password-protected website. Contact Carole Gnatuk for access.

Communities Support Military Families—Usable for general audiences of community volunteers. Includes publication, PowerPoint with facilitator’s notes, facilitator’s guide, activities, fact sheets, and evaluation tool. Refer to page of URLs for public web access.

IV. Other Cooperative Extension child development and parenting programs: Parent Express Newsletter—27 online issues for parents of children pre-birth to 36 months. Newly revised and updated. Refer to FCS Master Publication List for access. 

UK Extension’s Universe of Possibilities: Skills for Creating Happiness and Blessing Others—personal adult development and enrichment program. Ten modules with short pubs, flash movies, activities, facilitator guides, supplemental resources, evaluation tools. Developed by Dr. Sam Quick. www.ca.uky.edu/hes/fcs/possibilities  

Just-In-Time Parenting Newsletter and Web page—a national eXtension Community of Practice (CoP). Newsletter and parent resource available pre-birth to 18. Spanish versions available. Continually updated. www.parentinginfo.org 


National Children, Youth, and Families Extension Research and Education Network  (CYFERnet)—a collection of databases of refereed (reviewed by experts before posting) Cooperative Extension resources from Land Grant universities around the nation. Available to the public at www.cyfernet.org.  

National Network for Child Care—A national Cooperative Extension Website for educators of children containing a rich collection of resources on many topics. Available to the public at www.nncc.org .
























EXTENSION CHILD DEVELOPMENT WEBSITES FOR PUBLIC USE


KEYS TO GREAT PARENTING: Fun and Learning 
with Your Baby or Toddler
www.ca.uky.edu/fcs/keys/

PARENT EXPRESS NEWSLETTER (27 issues)
www.ca.uky.edu/fcs/resources/
Click on master publication list; 
scroll down to “Parenting.”

TRAVELING LIGHT: Family Language Fun to Go
 www.ca.uky.edu/fcs/TravelingLight 
Facilitator guide available on FCS internal Website 

HOME IS WHERE THE HEALTH IS
www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/fcs7/fcs7188/fcs7188.pdf 
Facilitator guide available on FCS internal Website 

UK EXTENSION’S UNIVERSE OF POSSIBILITIES: 
Skills for Creating Happiness and Blessing Others
www.ca.uky.edu/fcs/possibilities 


JUST-IN-TIME ONLINE PARENTING NEWSLETTERS
Available from national Cooperative Extension online network, eXtension
www.eXtension.org/Just_In_Time_Parenting_Newsletters
or www.parentinginfo.org

COMMUNITIES SUPPORT MILITARY FAMILIES
http://blogs.extension.org/militaryfamilies/2012/05/01/how-can-communities-support-military-families/ - national eXtension website
http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/fcs7/fcs7199/fcs7199.PDF - Publication
http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/fcs7/fcs7199fg/fcs7199fg.PDF - Facilitator Guide
http://www.ca.uky.edu/hes/internal/Military_Family/Military_Families_Communities_Support_Military_Families.ppt - Instructional PowerPoint Presentation
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