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http://www.berea.edu/brushy-fork-institute/
Since 1988, Brushy Fork Institute has worked to develop strong leadership in Appalachian communities throughout Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia. An outreach program of Berea College, the Institute offers leadership training, organizational development workshops and technical assistance to communities working for a better tomorrow. Each September, Brushy Fork offers an Annual Institute, which includes a variety of intensive workshop tracks as well as plenary sessions on regional issues. The Annual Institute is designed for community leaders, volunteers and organizations and agencies that serve communities. 

http://www.naeyc.org/
NAEYC's mission is to serve and act on behalf of the needs, rights and well-being of all young children with primary focus on the provision of educational and developmental services and resources.
NAEYC expresses its mission in terms of three broad goals:
 1.Improving professional practice and working conditions in early childhood education.
 2.Supporting early childhood programs by working to achieve a high-quality system of early childhood education.
 3.Building a high-performing, inclusive organization of groups and individuals who are committed to promoting excellence in early childhood education for all young children
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ZERO TO THREE is a national, nonprofit organization that informs, trains, and supports professionals, policymakers, and parents in their efforts to improve the lives of infants and toddlers.
Our mission is to promote the health and development of infants and toddlers. 
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http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/
The Southern Early Childhood Association (SECA) is committed to improving the quality of care and education for young children and their families through advocacy and professional development
Since 1948 the Southern Early Childhood Association has brought together preschool, kindergarten, and primary teachers and administrators, caregivers, program directors, and individuals working with and for families, to promote quality care and education for young children
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Did You Know?
Over the past decade, Kentucky has invested 25% of Tobacco Settlement funds to improve early child care and education for the State's youngest citizens
Focusing on the whole child
Ensuring a strong start for our children requires a comprehensive approach. 
Early Development
Research tells us that by the age of 5, more than 90 percent of the architecture of the brain is already in place
Ready to Grow, Ready to Learn, Ready to Succeed!
Kentucky's school readiness definition helps families, educators and communities prepare all children across the Commonwealth for success in school and life.
Quality Care and Education Matters
Research shows strong correlation between high quality care and education and improved child outcomes.
School Readiness - School readiness means each child enters school ready to engage in and benefit from early learning experiences that best promote the child’s success.​
[image: Center on the Developing Child - Harvard University]http://developingchild.harvard.edu/
Drawing on the full breadth of intellectual resources available across Harvard University’s graduate schools and affiliated hospitals, the Center generates, translates, and applies knowledge in the service of improving life outcomes for children in the United States and throughout the world.
The Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University was founded in 2006 on the belief that the vitality and sustainability of any society depend on the extent to which it expands opportunities early in life for all children to achieve their full potential and engage in responsible and productive citizenship. We view healthy child development as the foundation of economic prosperity, strong communities, and a just society, and our mission is to advance that vision by using science to enhance child well-being through innovations in policy and practice. Specifically, the Center is committed to:
· Building a unified science of health, learning, and behavior to explain the early roots of lifelong impairments;
· Leading the design, implementation, and evaluation of innovative program and practice models that reduce preventable disparities in well-being;
· Catalyzing the implementation of effective, science-based public policies through strategic relationships and knowledge transfer; and
· Preparing future and current leaders to build and leverage knowledge that promotes the healthy development of children and families and brings high returns to all of society.

http://www.actionforhealthykids.org/
At Action for Healthy Kids, we believe there are ways to reduce and prevent childhood obesity and undernourishment. Get the facts and learn how Action for Healthy Kids is working with schools, families and communities to help our kids learn to be healthier and be ready to learn. Too many of our children – in cities, towns, urban, rural or suburban – are unhealthy. Some don’t get enough to eat or enough of the healthy, nutritious foods growing minds and bodies need. Others eat too many of the wrong things. Many kids don’t get to play or be active every day.  In fact, nearly 1 in 3 American children is overweight or obese. Yes, 1 in 3. And, they are now at huge risk for several diseases associated with obesity – diabetes, heart disease, even some types of cancer – that will be with them throughout their lives.
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