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Who am I? What’s special about me? My family? My community? My world? These are questions young children have about their lives – and are some of the questions that they’ll begin to answer when they participate in social studies activities. KET’s All Around Me toolkit contains lesson plans and multimedia resources that will enable early childhood professionals to incorporate fun, hands-on social studies activities into the daily preschool curriculum. 
Social studies as a field of study in the early learning classroom is based on relationships, helping children understand their immediate environment, then transitioning to the community and beyond. This instruction is most effective when it focuses on concrete concepts before moving to those that are more abstract and when it offers opportunities for children to guide the activities based on their interests. The All Around Me lesson plans encourage positive behaviors in young children and help them develop socially and emotionally. Many of these lessons offer modifications to create an inclusive environment for children with special needs as well as adaptations that will enable parents to continue the learning at home.

These literacy-infused lesson plans and the video segments and online interactives are aligned to early childhood learning standards. Topics included in the curriculum are:
· All About Me 
· Community and Citizenship
· On the Go (types of transportation, safety, modifications, and mapping)
· Helping My World (environmental awareness activities such as reusing and recycling) 
· Goods and Services (learning about money and buying/selling)
· Change Over Time (growing up, telling time/scheduling, seasons)
KET is developing professional development training workshops for early childhood professionals interested in incorporating All Around Me into their daily activities. Educators who take a KET workshop will come away with a variety of activities and resources that will help the young children in their care learn about themselves, their communities, and the world around them. Many videos and interactives, along with suggestions on how to use these resources in the classroom, soon will be available online at ket.org/encyclomedia.
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