Early Childhood Advisory Council
June 19, 2014 
Meeting Minutes

Call to order……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
The meeting of the Early Childhood Advisory Council was called to order at 10:08am on June 19, 2014 at the Department for Environmental Protection in Frankfort, KY.
Roll Call……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
The following members were present: Chair Rick Hulefeld, Julie Ashmun, Marilyn Coffey, Paula Goff, Beth Jurek for Audrey Haynes, Cindy Heine, Tommy Floyd for Terry Holliday, Mary Beth Jackson, Kevin Nix, Brigitte Blom Ramsey, Joe Roberts, Nicki Patton Rowe, Bill Scott, and Tom Zawacki.  The following members were absent: Tom Buford, Tom Burch, Jane Chandler, Ben Cundiff, Tracy Haddix, Amy Hood, Daphne Hosinski, LaQuandra Nesbitt, Anna Shepherd, Ruth Ann Shepherd, and June Widman. 
Welcome and Introduction of New Staff…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Rick Hulefeld introduced the new and newly promoted staff from the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood (GOEC): Ashlee Whisman, Amanda Riley, Joe Roberts, Hazel Combs, and Katrisha Waldridge.  Rick asked for comments regarding the Ready Kids Conference.  Bill Scott, Nicki Patton Rowe, Marilyn Coffey, Tommy Floyd, and Elizabeth Whitehouse all shared comments about the success of the conference.  ECAC Members worked with GOEC staff to present six different sessions about the Race to the Top initiative. 
Approval of Minutes, March  12, 2014…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
On motion of Brigitte Blom Ramsey, second by Beth Jurek, the minutes of the March 2014 ECAC meeting were approved as presented.
Overview of Race to the Top and progress to date…………………………………………………………………………………….
Joe Roberts explained that Race to the Top initiatives are going well.  Subgroups are working on tasks and activities outlined in the grant.  The Monitoring Plan, due June 30, 2014, will show Kentucky’s plan for tracking how the budget is being allocated and how projects are being completed.  The STARS Redesign Workgroup is currently working on the redesigned STARS grids.  They met in late May and began creating the program quality grid.  They will meet again in late June to complete work on the program quality grid.  Joe reported that no significant changes will be made to the original scope of work as submitted in March and that Race to the Top staff is in place.  This summer will be a busy time for Race to the Top. 


Workgroup Reports
	STARS……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Joe Roberts reported that last month the STARS Redesign Workgroup came together and worked on the standards of quality grid.  The next step will be to meet with national experts and review what the group has created.  The group is working toward the goal of the January 1 Pilot.  The group will be finished with all program grids by September 30, with time to course correct before the expanded STARS system is launched. 
Community Collaboration……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Bill Scott explained that regional meetings conducted by Amanda Flanary were very helpful.  Two-thirds of all grant applications scored well and accomplished the goals asked of them, but about one-third needed additional support. Amanda Flanary presented a power point presentation about the goals and requirements of the 2015 CECC Request for Application.  While this year’s RFA did not change much in focus, the GOEC did implement a few new templates for CECCs to use to ensure data collection was easier to collect and more uniform.  This year, the funding was allocated based on three tiers of scoring.  The Community Collaboration workgroup recommends that in Tier One, 22 councils be fully funded at the amount requested; in Tier Two, 38 councils be awarded 85 percent of the amount requested.  Tier Three councils will be asked to reapply and may be awarded at 65 percent of the amount requested.  The councils that did not apply are Scott, Harrison, McCracken, Magoffin, and Anderson.  On motion of Brigitte Blom Ramsey, second by Beth Jurek, funding of 80 CECCs at $1.2 million was approved by the Early Childhood Advisory Council. 
Professional Development……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Hazel Combs reported that the Professional Development Workgroup met on March 6, 2014 at the Paul Sawyer Library.  The group has had a change in leadership.  Amy Hood and Anna Shepherd have accepted new positions as co-chairs of the Professional Development Workgroup.  Hazel explained that the GOEC used the Ready Kids conference as a way to move forward with the goal of entering all early childhood professionals into ECE-TRIS.  Hazel also shared that the GOEC sent out an online survey to capture baseline data about credentialed trainers and high priority training topics. 
Legislative Update…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Elizabeth Whitehouse gave an update on the GOEC Bill HB332.  The bill was successful in that it had a lot of support, but there was an unfriendly amendment added toward the end of the bill’s life, therefore, the bill was not passed.  The Governor is deciding his next steps on what to do with the bill in the next session of the General Assembly.  The GOEC and partners still need to communicate the importance of STARS and the passage of this bill.  Unfortunately, there is a cost to quality in child care, which is something that should be considered when communicated about the bill. 

CCAP Update……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Beth Jurek reported that CHFS discussed various scenarios of restoring CCAP funding.  The Governor recommended that CCAP be fully funded in Fiscal Year 2015 and 2016 at 150% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).  CHFS considered the date of intake and how rapidly the ramp up would be likely to take place in determining what percentage of FPL that CCAP could be restored.  Beth reported that they do not have enough CCAP funding to open intake July 1, but they do believe that they can open intake sometime in August or September, at least at the rate of 125 percent FPL.  CHFS has system changes that have to be made in order to reopen intake and this is the largest part of restoring CCAP dollars.  As soon as CHFS makes a decision, a press release will go out. 
Executive Director’s Report……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Terry Tolan reported that there were 25 bornlearning Academies announced by the Governor and Toyota at the Ready Kids Conference.  Terry met with the new and veteran bornlearning grantees after the Ready Kids conference in their first combined training.  Terry thanked the GOEC staff for successfully implementing the inaugural Ready Kids Conference.  
Conclusion and Adjourn…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Rick Hulefeld adjourned the meeting at 11:54am. The next meeting of the ECAC will be Thursday, September 18, 2014 from 10am-Noon.









